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Professor Esposito is one of the leading experts in
Islam in the English-speaking world. He is the editor
of encyclopaedias on Islam and the author of over
forty books. After the 2001 terrorist attacks in the
United States he was called on by the media and
government and other audiences seeking explanation
of those events. He collated the questions his
audiences constantly asked him and in 2002
published his considered answers in What Everyone
Needs to Know About Islam. This small 29 page
booklet is an extract from that book and presents his
answers to the ten most burning questions that are
on everyone’s mind. His answers are clear, direct,
balanced and informative.
Who needs this book?
Every teacher, social worker, parish worker, priest,
religious leader, community organizer, health worker….
Literally, as the title says, everyone!!
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Ten Things Everyone Needs to Know about Islam
by Professor John L. Esposito
Everyone today needs a fair and accurate understanding of Islam so that they can help build better
relations with Muslims and ensure that prejudice and misunderstandings do not harm relations
between communities and nations. John Esposito’s “Ten Things Everyone Needs to Know about Islam”
is a marvellous way of achieving this.
Bishop Michael Putney, Bishop of Townsville, Chair of the Australian Catholic Bishops
Commission for Ecumenism and Interreligious Relations and
President of the National Council of Churches in Australia.
Essential reading for those interested in a better understanding between Muslims and people of
other faiths.
Professor Abdullah Saeed, Sultan of Oman Professor of Arab and Islamic Studies
University of Melbourne
The need for secondary students to have a sound and fact based understanding of Islam and
Muslims has never been greater. Christians have nothing to fear and much to gain from a greater
knowledge of Islam. The Columban Mission Institute has rendered a great service for teachers with
Ten Things Everyone Needs to Know About Islam. I heartily recommend it.
Dr Paul O’Shea, Senior RE Coordinator, St Patrick's College, Strathfield NSW
An excellent resource for pastors, teachers and community leaders who wish to gain a better
understanding of Islam and Muslims in the contemporary world.
Dr Trish Madigan OP, Chair of Commission for Interfaith Relations
Catholic Diocese of Broken Bay
A very lucid explanation of the many important questions people often ask about Islam, and a great
resource for anyone involved in inter-religious work in education, pastoral care and social space.
Imam Afroz Ali, Founder & President of the Al-Ghazzali Centre for Islamic Sciences &
Human Development, Lakemba, NSW
I strongly recommend this as a valuable resource for all those engaged in religious education. It is
clear, accessible and relevant to the interfaith dimension of living in contemporary Australian society.
Dr Sandra Carroll, Lecturer, School of Religious Education
Australian Catholic University, Strathfield NSW
This is a very worthwhile and timely resource. Professor John Esposito covers the essential and
most common questions asked by many about Islam - one of these being the place of women.
Esposito writes with sensitivity and clarity providing a valuable resource that can be used by a
variety of people to help deepen their understanding of Islam.
Rev Seforosa Carroll, Chair, Relations with Other Faiths, Working Group of the Uniting
Church in Australia National Assembly
This scholarly and very informative booklet should be considered by anyone in search of concise
yet satisfying information about the religion of Islam.
Professor Ismail al-Bayrak, Fethullah Gülen Chair in the Study of Islam and MuslimCatholic Relations, School of Theology, Australian Catholic University
John Esposito's book is a concise, easy-to-read source on the basics of Islam. For HSC students
doing Studies of Religion it is a good, quick reference for exams and essays.
Mr Benjamin Salvosa, MA (Theological Studies), Religious Education Teacher, Rose Bay NSW
It is always great to have a scholarly book which clears away misunderstanding and illuminates a
subject. Professor John Esposito is one of the greatest contemporary non-Muslim scholars of Islam.
This concise book answers the 10 most asked questions about Islam by non-Muslims in the West.
Contributing to a better informed public discourse about religions augurs well for a positive future.
Mehmet Saral, President, Affinity Intercultural Foundation, Auburn, NSW

