
Multifaith Service, Refugee Week 

 
 

 

Welcome: 

 

Refugee Week 2019 is celebrated from Sunday June 16 up to 

Saturday June 22, 2019. In observance of Refugee Week, the 

Shepparton Interfaith Network in collaboration with Ethnic 

Council of Shepparton and District will present a Multifaith 

Service for Refugee Week on Thursday 20 June, at 6:00pm. 

The theme for the service is “The Refugee in Australia”. 

In this service, we will hear about the recent situation of 

refugees worldwide; 

- Cr. Chris Hazelman will speak on Visa Anxiety; 

- Mr. Sam Atukorala of the GV Buddhist Association will 

speak about Buddhism and Compassion for Refugees; 

- Mr Gurmeet Singh and Harbaans Singh will speak about 

the Sikh appreciation of Refugees; 



- Rev. Chris Parnell will speak on God as the ocean of 

Compassion for Refugees in Hinduism; 

- Ms Marita Taverner will speak on her experience of 

refugees settling in Shepparton; 

- Mr Thon M. Thon of the GV South Sudanese Association 

will speak on the importance of the welcome given to 

refugees when they arrive and settle.   

 

Overview 

As at the end of 2018, there were 70.8 million people who 

had been forcibly displaced from their home. Of these, 

around 41.3 million were displaced within their own country 

(internally displaced), while 25.9 million are refugees. This 

includes 19.9 million refugees under UNHCR’s mandate, as 

well as 5.5 million Palestine refugees under UNRWA’s 

mandate. Another 3.5 million were seeking asylum. The top 

five countries of origin make up 68% of refugees worldwide: 

Year 2018 saw, 

 13.6 million newly displaced 

 37,000 new displacements every day 

 4 in 5 refugees lived in countries neighbouring their 

countries of origin 

 2.9 displaced people were returned to their areas or 

their countries of origin 

 67% of all refugees worldwide come from just 5 

countries: 

o Syrian Arab Republic: 6.7 million 



o Afghanistan: 2.7 million 

o South Sudan: 2.3 million 

o Myanmar: 1.1 million 

o Somalia: 0.9 million 

 

Distressingly, children make up an astonishing 52% of the 

world’s refugees in 2018. 

 

People flee overwhelming to neighbouring countries. Turkey, 

Pakistan, Lebanon, and Iran (the top four) are close to major 

countries of origin. The country with the largest 

proportionate number of refugees is Lebanon, followed by 

Nauru. 

 

Victoria currently receives around one-third of all refugees 

and asylum seekers entering Australia, more than any other 

state or territory. Currently, around 4,000 refugees settle in 

Victoria each year. Another 10,000 or so asylum seekers live 

in the Victorian community on bridging visas while they wait 

for the determination of their refugee status. 

 

Many refugees and asylum seekers have multiple and 

complex physical and psychological health issues, resulting 

from trauma and torture, deprivation and prolonged poverty, 

periods in immigration detention, and poor access to 

healthcare. Some of the young women who have settled here 



in Shepparton have experienced sexual assault on their 

journey to Australia.  

 

However, we can help people address many health problems 

early in their settlement. Refugees and asylum seekers are 

more likely to settle successfully – including actively 

participating in family, schooling, working and community life 

– and their health and wellbeing improves. 
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Christian Intercessions 

The response to the prayers is God of hope, bring them 

hope 

Loving God, 
We pray for the world’s refugees, 
They have experienced trauma beyond our imagining. 
God of healing, bring them healing. 
They endure the most trying of circumstances. 
God of strength, bring them strength. 
They face an uncertain future. 
God of hope, bring them hope. 
 
We pray for the countries from which refugees come, 
They are experiencing conflict. 
God of healing, bring them healing. 
Their people are torn apart by violence & other types of 
persecution. 
God of strength, bring them strength. 
They face a difficult future. 
God of hope, bring them hope. 
 



We pray for refugees who have resettled in Australia. 
They have experienced great loss. 
God of healing, bring them healing. 
They are building new lives in a foreign land. 
God of strength, bring them strength. 
They are courageously carving out a future. 
God of hope, bring them hope. 
 
We pray for asylum seekers living in Australia. 
They have experienced great loss. 
God of healing, bring them healing. 
They may never see their families again. 
God of strength, bring them strength. 
They have no certainty about their future. 
God of hope, bring them hope. 
 
We pray for asylum seekers detained on Manus Island & Nauru 

They are experiencing great pain 
God of healing, bring them healing. 
They live in harsh and difficult conditions 
God of strength, bring them strength. 
They are losing hope. 
God of hope, bring them hope. 
 
We pray for our nation 
We have hardened our hearts against refugees 
God of healing, bring us healing 
We have grown weary of caring 
God of strength, give us strength 
We need to find a better way forward, 
God of hope, bring them hope. 
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Buddhist Prayers 

Bodhisattva Prayer for Humanity 

May I be a guard for those who need protection 

A guide for those on the path 

A boat, a raft, a bridge for those who wish to cross the flood 

May I be a lamp in the darkness 

A resting place for the weary 

A healing medicine for all who are sick 

A vase of plenty, a tree of miracles 

And for the boundless multitudes of living beings 

May I bring sustenance and awakening 

Enduring like the earth and sky 

Until all beings are freed from sorrow 

And all are awakened. 
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Buddhist Prayer for Compassion 

May all beings have Happiness and the causes of Happiness 

May all be Free from Sorrow and the causes of Sorrow 

May all live in Equanimity, without too much Attachment and 
too much Aversion 

And live Believing in the Equality of all that lives. 
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Hindu Chant for compassion 

Oh God who helps people to cross this life, 
Please help those who am troubled by this life 
The refugee is a fish which has fallen in the arid desert of life, 
And you can save them by a mere glance, 
To cross this life though they are, 
Far away from your protective and endowing glance. 
 

Oh God who helps people to cross this day to day life, 
Oh destroyer of universe and who is the cause of that 
universe, 
Please see the refugees drowned in this ocean of day to day life, 

And so please speedily give them the boat of your mercy, 
And so please help them to cross this trouble giving life. 
 

Oh God who helps people to cross this day to day life 
I bow to you, I salute you, and I salute the God who is the originator, 

I salute the God who is the Preserver, and  
I salute the God who this the receiver of all that is born, 
Oh God who is beyond qualities, Oh limitless one, I surrender 
to you. 



 

 

From Hymns of the Dinka: 

If I wrong Him, 

I make it right 

If I have wronged him 

I have made it right 

I will not tire 

I will not tire 

I will not tire of Deng, the spirit of my fathers 

Ayuel Longar, the Master of Earth 

I do not understand the doubts from above 

If I wrong Him, 

I make it right.  
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Compassion in the Quran: 

The first verse of the Quran breathes the 

spirit of peace, it reads: "In the name of God, 

the Most Merciful, the Most Compassionate." 

This verse is repeated in the Quran no less 

than 114 times. It shows the great importance 

Islam attaches to such values as mercy and 

compassion. ... (Quran: 36:40). 
 

  



 

Blessings 

 

The name of a service agency or community group that has 

given security, care and a sense of belonging to all who have 

settled – refugee, asylum seeker and all who have come here 

will be read out; the Congregation’s response is the blessing,  

 

"We bless you and thank you for your work"  

 

To The City of Greater Shepparton for declaring Shepparton a 

"Refugee Welcome Zone"; 

"We bless you and thank you for your work"  

 

To the GOTAFE AMES language school for its offering of 

English Language Education; 

“We bless you and thank you for your work"  

 

  



 

Blessings  

To the Primary and Secondary Schools of the Goulburn Valley 

for their integration of children of refugees in their 

classrooms; 

"We bless you and thank you for your work"  

 

To the Department of Health and Human Services for their 

services to the CALD community and refugees; 

"We bless you and thank you for your work"  

 

To Foundation House for their care and support of Refugees 

who have been tortured; 

"We bless you and thank you for your work"  

 

To Catholic Care for their services to the CALD community 

and refugees; 

"We bless you and thank you for your work"  

 

  



 

Blessings 

To VincentCare and the Vinnies for their services to the CALD 

community and refugees; 

"We bless you and thank you for your work"  

 

To the Salvation Army for their services to the CALD 

community and refugees; 

"We bless you and thank you for your work"  

To the Department of Human Services, and Dept of Social 

Services for their services to the CALD community and 

refugees; 

"We bless you and thank you for your work"  

 

To GV Health for their services to the CALD community and 

refugees; 

"We bless you and thank you for your work"  

 

To Shepparton English Language Centre for their educational 

services to refugee children and students; 

"We bless you and thank you for your work"  



 

Blessings 

To St Paul's African House for providing community building 

and inclusion for refugees; 

"We bless you and thank you for your work"  

 

To FamilyCare for their services to refugee families and their 

children; 

"We bless you and thank you for your work"  

 

To Kildonan - now Uniting - for their services to refugees; 

"We bless you and thank you for your work"  

 

To Primary Care Connect for their services and programs for 

refugees; 

"We bless you and thank you for your work"  

 

To the Ethnic Council of Shepparton and District for their 

services and programs for refugees; 

"We bless you and thank you for your work"  

 



 

Blessings 

To Future Voices for their services to youth and refugees; 

"We bless you and thank you for your work"  

 

To Berry Street for their care of children of refugees; 

"We bless you and thank you for your work"  

 

To the Shepparton Police for their services to the CALD 

community and refugees; 

"We bless you and thank you for your work"  

To the Neighbourhoods section of City of Greater Shepparton 

for their services and activities for refugees and all who settle 

here; 

"We bless you and thank you for your work"  

To all the other services and community groups that have 

facilitated the arrival and settlement of refugees in this 

region:   

“We bless you and thank you for your work.  

 


